
 
 

 

   

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

The Monthly Newsletter of the Houston Orchid Society, Houston, Texas     

 THE HOUSTON HAPPENINGS 
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I do not grow my orchids hydroponically, however, I know a 
number of folks who do so very successfully and I have always 
wanted to know more about this option.  Earlier this year, 
Sherry Raddack,  an HOS member whose busy schedule does 
not permit her to attend many of our monthly meetings, 
emailed me to say that she thought Ray Barkalow might be a 
great speaker for us and that she could personally attest to 
her success with his hydroponic orchid growing.  Ray will be 
our March speaker and I think you will find his method of 
orchid growing provocative. 
 
Ray says that he has been surrounded by houseplants his 
entire life and he suspects that he was "destined" to grow 
orchids, as he has had some pretty close contact with well-
know orchid establishments without even knowing it:  

! As a young child, I lived a couple blocks from Walter 
Off and Waldor Orchids in Linwood NJ.  I knew about 
the greenhouses, but didn't give it another thought. 

! My father was transferred to England in the 60's, and 
I lived quite close to a preeminent paph grower, 
Ratcliffe Orchids.  Again, no interest. 

! Later we moved to northwest Washington DC, and 
the Maryland suburb of Kensington was a high school 
stomping ground.  Need I say more? 

! I had a friend at college named Roger Huntington, 
yep, Merritt's son. 

 
My orchid growing began when I was a Ceramic Engineering 
student at Georgia Tech.  After about a year of volunteering 
my time at the public greenhouses in Piedmont Park -- now 
the Atlanta Botanical Gardens -- the orchid grower there gave 
me a big, "floofy" purple cattleya. 
 
It took me about two years to kill it via the typical root rot-
desiccation cycle torture, and at the time, I simply "did not 
kill plants," so I was determined to learn more and got 
addicted like everyone else.  Needless to say, in the 30+ years
since, I've learned that I am a very effective plant killer. (Isn't
it true that you're not an orchid-growing "pro" until you killed 
your weight in plants?) 
 
During my professional career, I have had many opportunities 
to travel internationally, and put together an extensive 
collection of orchids from around the world.  That travel 
schedule (averaging 13 flights a week for three years at one 
point) led to a great deal of experimentation surrounding 
keeping plants healthy and happy during my absences, and 
that's what led to the development of Semi-Hydroponics. 
 
First Rays Orchids came into being by accident -- literally -- 
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courtesy of a greenhouse heater and alarm failure on a 
7°F night in January of 1994.  That 20-year collection of 
plants from around the world was a total loss.  After a 
few months, a new heater and alarm were purchased and
written off as business expenses, even though I had no 
idea how I'd make a business out of orchids. 
 
Shortly thereafter, I divided the first couple of 
replacement plants I had purchased, created a text-only 
web page listing them, and offered the extra divisions to 
the internet orchid community via a post to the 
rec.gardens.orchids newsgroup.  Within three hours I had 
two orders, and I knew how I'd make it a business.  
 
The best part about the exposure that First Rays Orchids 
has given me is the ability to communicate with folks 
from around the world on the fascinating subject of 
orchids.  Sharing the obsession is second only to growing 
the plants. 
 
Don't miss hearing this speaker, see you Thursday, March 
1st at 730pm. 
 

 
Meeting Date: March 1, 2007 

Show Dates: March 16-18, 2007 
 

Put these dates on you calendars now!  
We want to see you there. 
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As March looms, so does spring in Houston. Both in the 
yard, and in the greenhouse, plants have recognized the 
changes in daylight and are responding. It’s the best time
of the year to repot, divide, and clean up. Having said 
that, it’s worth mentioning that sanitary techniques used 
in this process may help prevent the spread of pests and 
viruses that may be present in some plants. There are 
various techniques, but the ones I use include laying 
several sheets of newspaper on the work-bench and 
discarding the top one with each plant worked. I also 
change rubber gloves (the disposable type) with each 
plant. I buy boxes of 100 single edge razors and use them 
for all but the hardest cutting, such as cattleya 
rhizomes. For that I use one of several hand cutters that 
I leave soaking in a 20% bleach solution. (I’ve heard that 
they must soak for 10 mins to kill any viruses.)  Talk with 
others and you’ll find that everyone has their own 
techniques. 
 
We have our Spring Show at the George Brown 
Convention Center from March 16th thru 19th setup the 
14th and 15th.  Everyone should do something and 
everyone should attend. It’s our biggest event of the 
year and a lot of finances are at stake. John Stubbings 
and Laurie Skov are the Chairs coordinating the event 
and they have a staff of volunteers that are heading up 
work committees. All need your help, whether it is 
bringing in food for hospitality, helping the judges on 
Friday night as a clerk, or setup, ticket, and security 
work during the event, there’s something for everyone. 
As most know, I was show chair last year and I can tell 
you first hand that it's not much fun without people to 
help. Please mark your calendars and make a point of 
giving a few hours of your time this year. You’ll have fun 
doing it. February’s lecture was about how to set up an 
exhibit. It’s easy. And it makes a great addition to the 
show. Please get together with your orchid friends and 
do an exhibit this year. Who knows – you might win! See 
you there. 
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Speaker: Caroly McCabe 
Topic: How to Design a 1 to 5 Orchid Exhibit 
 

Carolyn gave us a very good talk on SWROGA and how to 
design an orchid exhibit. This was a really good lead in to 
the March show since it concentrated on designing an 
exhibit for the enthusiast who only has a few plants in 
flower. We also had a hands-on demonstration of how to do 
a tabletop exhibit by new members who have never done 
an exhibit. We have posted the entire handout on the 
website for those who missed the presentation. 
 
SWROGA consists of a membership of people who love 
orchids -- YOU.  Just like with your local society, SWROGA’s
main purpose for existence is to promote scientific and 
educational programs related to the study of orchids, their 
propagation, culture and development, to coordinate the 
interests of the members in growing and exhibition of 
orchids, and to identify and conserve native orchids 
including the preservation of their native habitats. 
 
(continued on Page 6) 
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from February 2007 HOS Plant  
Table Winner,  
 
Hybrid Winner: Paph. Maudiae 'Los Osos' AM/AOS owned by 
Rick Hepler. 

     
 
 
Species Winner: B. glauca, owned by Denny and Renee 
Haas. 
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HJC Results - February 17, 2007 
There were 14 plants entered for judging with 2 awards: 
Tolumnia Red Bird Reef ‘David’ (Little Bird Reef x Red 
Fury) AM 80 points, owned by Anita Aldrich, Galveston, TX  
Broughtonia ortgiesiana ‘Vera Cruz’ (species) CHM 81 
points, owned by David Hunt, Houston, TX 
  
There were 18 Accredited Judges, 2 Probationary Judges, 1 
Student Judge, and 1 Clerk present with a total of 28 
persons attending.   
  
The next regular judging will be held March 17, 2007 at the 
Jerebeck Center, Room 202, University of St. Thomas, 2000 
Mt. Vernon Street, Houston, TX.  Please bring your own 
sack lunch.  It is requested that all plants be entered 
before 11:30 A. M. so that they may be properly researched
prior to judging. 
 

Brassavola glauca is now called 
Rhyncholaelia glauca. It is a 
species from Mexico and other 
parts of Central America. It likes 
bright light and lots of water but 
like cattleyas, we dry it out 
between waterings. We grew this 
division for 5 years to get it to 
this size. They can be potted, 
mounted or grown in baskets.  

A callosum x lawrenceanum 
cross, this plant grows well here
in low light and warm 
temperatures. If using natural 
materials, repot each year. 
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Please complete the survey that was mailed in the 
February and March issues of Orchids magazine. Members 
that use the Internet are requested to take the survey on 
the AOS Web site at www.aos.org. Those who do not use 
the Internet are requested to complete the survey by hand.
All responses will be tabulated (the hand written ones and 
the ones done on the Web site).  
 
Your input is needed for this important survey that will be 
used in planning the future of this 85-year old orchid 
organization (established in 1921).   
 
If we may be of any assistance, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us. 
 
 
Melba and Jim Butler 
Houston Orchid Society AOS Representatives  
melbajim@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 

 

unique shows virtually in our own backyard.  Read all about 
it by going to http://www.19woc.com and clicking on every
feature.  I urge you to plan to attend right now. Miami 
boasts accommodations in all price ranges, but reservations 
should be made without delay. 
 
Once you’ve experienced a World Orchid Conference, I’m 
sure you’ll start thinking about saving your pennies for the 
20th WOC that is scheduled for September 2011 in exotic 
Singapore. Hope to see YOU there! 

 
Donna Craig was the first woman president of the AOS and 
a past president of HOS. She is a lifetime member of both 
organizations. She has been a trustee of the WOC for many 
years and has attended WOCs in Frankfurt, West Germany; 
Durban, South Africa; Miami, Florida; and Tokyo, Japan. 
She is an accredited judge and a member of the Houston 
Judging Center.  In a way, Donna is like E F Hutton: When 
she speaks, the orchid world listens. 
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Why a WOC?  Why me? Why would an average orchid grower
with relatively few plants want to attend a World Orchid 
Conference? Would he or she feel out of place with all 
those experts? The answer is a resounding, “NO!”   
 
The single factor that distinguishes a World Conference 
from the other large global orchid conferences is that this 
conference was established with the “average grower” in 
mind. Yes, there are advanced (some very advanced) 
programs for the scientists and commercial growers, but 
the emphasis is upon a show and a program that is geared 
to the interests and needs of all of us. 
 
You may not know that the WOC concept was born right 
here in Houston. During an AOS Trustees meeting, guests 
were taken on a cruise down the ship channel.  (It was a lot
cleaner back in the 1950’s!) Gordon Dillon, then Executive 
Director of the AOS, thought it might be useful and fun to 
gather all the major orchid voices together to exchange 
information and plants. The first conference was held in St.
Louis in October 1954; the second in Honolulu in 1957; the 
third in London in 1960; the most recent was in Dijon, 
France in 2005.  
 
The idea was successful from the beginning and the AOS 
and Royal Horticultural Society (RHS), London, decided to 
jointly sponsor subsequent shows every three years. After 
working through the AOS WOC committee for many years, 
in 1988 the WOC Trust was formed by its sponsors with five 
Trustees; two named by the AOS, two named by the RHS, 
with the fifth Trustee being the barrister (attorney) in 
Bermuda, where the Trust is incorporated. Since it is the 
desire to move the conferences around the globe, the Trust 
accepts bids from prospective hosts for the conference six 
years hence. 
 
What can you expect to see? First, a magnificent orchid 
show judged by men and women from numerous judging 
organizations. Those of you who may have attended one of 
the annual Miami shows know how experienced these South 
Florida folks are in staging a “not to be missed” 
extravaganza of orchids. Just as important, a lecture 
schedule featuring the leading worldwide growers and 
breeders will cover every possible interest.  The lectures 
will be supplemented by a poster show. 
 
But that’s not all! There will be vendors from many, many 
countries selling plants you’ve probably never seen before 
and several special social events that promise 
unforgettable memories. What better place to celebrate all
the new friendships you will form? 
 
 
With the next (19th) WOC slated for January 2008 in Miami, 
we have a superb opportunity to attend one of these 
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HOS Culture Q&A Panel:  Ted Baenziger, Jay Balchan, Dolores Fields, Joe Fields, 
Marvin Gerber, Renee Gerber, Doug Harris, Rick Hepler, Julius Klehm, Nina Rach, 
and Greg Scott. 

 MF*)F&#'Z[Q'

Q: have heard that you should stake up a flower spike 
while it is growing.  Doesn't staking it restrict it's 
ability to grow though?  It seems that the pressure 
from the clip or tie or whatever you use to secure the 
spike to the stake would impede its growth.  At what 
length of growth should you begin to stake it?  I have 
some phals about to bloom, but they have sent out 
their spikes sideways (at about 45 degree angles), 
extending way beyond the rims of the pots.  At this 
point the spikes would break if I tried to angle them 
upright.  Why do they grow out instead of up?  Is it all 
about the direction of the light?  I try not to adjust the 
pots too much because I know that it makes the leaves 
grow lopsided to turn them.  Is the only solution to 
just use overhead lighting?  That doesn't work for me 
because I grow my orchids with natural light through 
the windows or outside in the shade.  They are 
always trying to turn towards the light.  
 
A: Don't tie the spike too tightly.  All you need is for it to 
be supported. You are right in that the spikes grow 
towards the light.  For phals, because the spikes are so 
long, the best way to get the spike growing the way you 
want is to grow the first 6 inches or so of the spike facing
the light, then turn the plant 180 degrees for the rest of 
the spike's growth. This way, the spike will come up and 
over the plant. - Jay Balchan 
 
A: To stake or not to stake, that is the question. Staking 
is done to support the inflorescence from breaking, to 
keep the blooms in a pleasing growth pattern and to 
protect the plant when traveling to a show or a club 
meeting.This is completely optional and may be done on 
a plant that is known not to display in a pleasing manner 
or puts on too many blooms for the stem to support 
properly. (We should all have that problem). The stake 
should be applied in such a manner to encourage natural 
spread of the blooms, does not harm the plant and is not 
obvious to the viewer's eye. 
 

It is okay to start at the bottom of the new infoursence. I 
have found that the green, stretchable florist tape to be 
a good tool. Wrap a bamboo or plastic stick with the tape
and place it beside the infoursence. Very gently take 
another piece of tape and loosely wrap it around the 
inflorescence but tight enough to hold in place. Caution:  
You must look at this plant often to make sure all is well, 
that there is no restriction of the inflouresence and 
adjust to a higher position as needed. Always use new 
stakes, do not recycle.  
 

Beware of the plastic dragonfly clips. They really do look 
nice but if not properly used they can restrict the 
nutriments going to the blooms and in some cases cut 
into the stem allowing fungus and insects to have a 
party.  

 

Play close attention to the growth habit. In my mind 
nothing is sadder than a phaleanopsis staked in a vertical 
position that does not allow the natural curve of this of this
graceful beautiful orchid.  Dolores Fields 
 
A: There are a number of reasons for staking an 
inflorescence. 1) travel: keep it from moving about and 
breaking, especially when going to a show; 2) too many 
flowers: keep the stem from bending, giving it a helping 
hand, especially for some of the bigger hybrids with weak 
stems; 3) wind or the threat of bad weather: but make sure 
the whole plant doesn't "tump" over; and finally, 4) to 
"train the stalk". 
  

In all cases, the stem of the inflorescence should be tied 
with a loose loop around the growth, a couple of turns and 
then a firm loop around the support. The looseness 
guarantees that the stem is not constricted or damaged. Be 
careful to continue staking as the stem grows upward to 
avoid that nasty bending at the top. It is not necessary to 
stake in a straight line. A curve may be more natural. Be 
extra careful about jamming the stake into the medium so 
as not to sever roots, also watch that the stake does not 
fall out through the drainage holes; use the thinnest, 
strongest material available. Cut the stake just below the 
last bud. I dislike those plastic dragonflies and prefer green 
or black twist ties that I get from bread or other things 
wrapped in plastic. Or use rattan or another natural fiber. 
Avoid color that would clash. 
 

Now, should an inflorescence be left alone in some cases? 
Yes, most particularly if you wish a natural cascade of 
blooms and not the artificial "Home Depot" look. The 
reason those flowers look so artificial is that the conditions 
in such a place (everyone picking up the plant, slamming it 
back down, throwing it into a cart with the air conditioning 
filters... ) are atrocious. I like to think that our plants will 
take a lot of abuse, but I feel sorry for those poor strangled 
Phalaeonopsis in straight-jackets. 
 

About the light. Certain blooms will naturally reach toward 
the source of light (especially Phals and Paphs), and you 
should not turn the plant or at least place it back in the 
same configuration if you move it, so that the buds develop 
correctly, in a pleasing arrangement. 
 

Here's a tip for Paphs that I find useful: angle the pot 
toward the light (stabilized, of course, and not too mush of 
an angle) so that the bud(s) open facing upwards. When 
you display the plant in bloom, the blossoms will not be 
nodding downward, but will look alert, perky, less demure. 
In nature the flower is protected from getting rain in the 
pouch by its dorsal sepal. By forcing the plant to point 
slightly upwards you risk nothing if it is not raining in the 
display area.  
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Remember to remove staking for display, if at all possible; 
the inflorescence should look beautiful and not shackled. 
There are times when staking is necessary (case 2 
especially) but try to keep it discrete. It's an art, you see, 
and you are helping others (and the plant) to be happy! -  
Ted Baenziger 
 
A: Plants do not grow like animals.  We grow all over at a 
determined rate.  Plants grow from the upper tips upwards 
and from the root tips downward.  A second kind of growth 
in plants is to grow thicker.  An inflorescence grows very 
little in thickness, only the plant. 
 

Your flower tip is doing all of the growing and it grows 
toward the light.  After the tip is away there is some 
elongation of the inflorescence but very little.  The growth 
is all in the tip.  When a horizontal growing tip is about 6-8 
inches long turn your pot 180 degrees.  That's 1/2 way 
around.  Now the tip must turn and grow back over the pot 
toward the Sun.  When the tip is getting long place a long 
support in the pot and attach the inflorescence just behind 
the first flower.  Your inflorescence with opening buds is 
balanced over the pot and stable.  
 

Don't be afraid to stake your inflorescence.  You can use a 
loop-like ring to hold the inflorescence in place.  Mark your 
pot with an S on the south side and do not move it during 
flowering.  If you must move use the S to position the pot 
in the same orientation.  Moving your plant during bud 
development and bud opening will result in flowers tilted 
side ways, right or left.   
 

On other types of orchids, after repotting, (not phals and 
vandas) place the growing tip toward the north, away from 
the sun.  Mark your pot at this time.  The new growth will 
have to grow back toward the plant when growing toward 
the sun.  You now have a nice pot plant with growth and 
flowering over the pot. - Joe Fields 
 
A: Spikes will always grow towards the light.  If spikes are 
growing horizontally instead of mostly vertically, that is 
from where their "preferred" light is coming.  Mostly 
horizontal spikes can be gently elevated a little at a time.  
You can even bend stakes so they can be used over the 
edge of a pot and raise the spike a little every week.  It is 
important not to change the direction of an inflorescence 
(spike) once buds start to form. - Marvin Gerber 
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The Houston Orchid Society is proud to present the 
Houston Flower and Plant Expo at the George R. Brown 
Convention Center Hall C March 16, 17 and 18, 2007. 
Adjoining this event will be the Houston Home show 
with ticket discounts for attending both events. This 
will be a knock-out event featuring orchids as well as 
other flowers and plants. Many other plant societies 
will join in creating displays. Orchid vendors from 
around the world will sell orchids and orchid-related 
items to those who love orchids. There will also be 
sales of other plants and flowers. The show exhibits are 
open to the public from Noon to 7:00 PM Friday March 
16, 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM Saturday March 17 and 10:00 
AM to 5 PM Sunday March 18. Sales tables are open 
early Friday at 10:00 AM and during the same time as 
the show on Saturday and Sunday. 
 
Tickets will be available for purchase at the HOS March 
meeting. All tickets are $4.99. 
 
Any member of another plant or garden society is 
entitled to $1.00 off, even if purchasing at the door. 
Anyone with a ticket stub from the Home Show next 
door at the convention center is also entitled to $1.00 
off. 
 
Houston orchid society members are asked to sign up 
for volunteer help during setup and the event. Setup is 
Wednesday and Thursday starting at 8:00 AM. Plant 
registration materials are available Thursday; actual 
registration is from 10:00 AM to 3 PM Friday. There will 
be a clerks meeting Friday at 6:00 PM, followed by 
judging at 7:00 PM. Signup sheets will also be passed 
out at the March meeting for those who want to help 
make this the best show possible. Help is needed for 
setup and layout, security, ticket sales, clerking, 
welcoming, plant raffle, hospitality. Your contacts for 
those needs are as follows 
Ticket Sales  Ephraim Shapiro 713-721-4048 
Security, Welcoming,  
Plant raffle   Holly Miller 281-597-8792 
Hospitality  Pam Vinson 281-589-6719 
Setup and layout  Don Ghiz  713-661-1885 
Clerks for judging  Delores Fields 409-948-3393 
Exhibit space, Orchids Laurie Skov 281-286-1471 
 
John Stubbings Show Chair 281-991-6841 Laurie Skov, 
Co-Chair 281-286-1471 
 

 
Orchid Sale 

302 Virginia Lane, Friendswood, TX 77546 
Phone: 281-482-3586; March 3, 2007   

9Am-5Pm 
We want to pare down our orchid collection.  Over 
1000 plants will be for sale.  These will be mainly 
phals, paphs, phrags, cyms, catts, and dends, along 
with other species. Many will be in bud or flower. 
Prices will be very reasonable. All plant sales are "first 
come, first serve." Bring your own boxes and cash or 
check, no credit cards. 
 
Paul and Lynda Brandenberger 
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“Orchid Roundup” will be the theme at the Arlington 
Convention Center and nearby Wyndham-Arlington Hotel.  In 
addition to the show, plan to  register to hear speakers on 
subjects like:  breakthroughs with Catasetum, the new black 
hybrids; a fascinating trip into the Dominican Republic 
paradisiacal rainforests; Cattleya  habitats in Brazil, Colombia
and Venezuela, plus conservation of native species; learn how
Phalaenopsis gigantea will influence future progeny. Also, 
there will be presentations on Mexican native orchids; 
Barkeria breeding results; the latest on development of 
orange Phalaenopsis; and the latest developments in white 
Paphiopedilum hybrids.  
 
See all the details in progress at the show Web site:  
www.aosdfw2007.org. You’ll find a registration form to print, 
contacts for questions, vendor and speaker lists, plus 
information about the optional breakfasts, luncheons, wine 
tour, “Orchid Baron’s Banquet”, and Preview Party. 
 
The Houston Orchid Society’s Jeff Bradley will host a tribute 
to the people who laid the groundwork for the orchid world 
that we know and enjoy today when American icons of orchid 
history attend his Orchid Legends Reunion (by invitation only, 
please). 
 
It is not often that we have the opportunity to attend an 
orchid show of this magnitude in our home state or even in an 
adjoining state. So don’t miss this chance to celebrate 
orchids and friends in Arlington, Texas! 
 
Web sites to visit for additional information: 
 
Show site:  www.aosdfw2007.org 
American Orchid Society:  www.aos.org 
Southwest Regional Orchid Growers Association: 
www.swroga.org 
International Phalaenopsis Alliance:  www.phal.org 
Orchid Digest Corporation:  www.orchiddigest.org 
Slipper Alliance:  www2.slipperorchid.org/ 
Encyclia Enthusiasts:  www.encyclias.org 
Pleurothallid Alliance:  www.pleurothallids.com 

 
 

SWROGA (Continued from Page 2) 
 
Here are some of the specific benefits of having a regional 
club in support of your local club.  SWROGA provides: 

1. An annual Directory that includes a list of all 
members thus allowing widespread communication 
availability among the regional orchid growers. 

2. Promotion of two Regional orchid shows a year 
(spring and fall) by providing funding assistance 
for trophy purchases (currently $945.00 plus 2 
pledges of $35.00 each for a total minimum of 
$1,015.00 per show) 

3. Assistance with your local shows by providing 
access to inexpensive show registration tags and a 
free updated show schedule to use. 

4. The opportunity to meet with other regional 
members twice a year to discuss conservation and 
other issues of interest to the orchid growing 
community –- YOU. 

5. Accessibility to rental of slideshows and a list of 
speakers in the Region. 

6. A quarterly newsletter that contains club and show
information. 

7. A Website that is kept current and contains 
information such as Native Species lists, access to 
a discussion group, show information, and much, 
much more.  

8. Conservation assistance by providing  funding (the 
latest example is the funding for the propagation 
and restoration of the endangered Kentucky Lady 
slipper (Cyp. Kentuckienses). 

9. Donations to orchid research facilities (the latest 
donation to Dr. Wang of the University of Texas) 

10. Donations to the American Orchid Society to assist 
in assuring the continuance of continuity within 
the orchid growing community in the United States
and abroad. 

 
All of this and more for only $2.00 per year membership.  
Where else can you get a deal like that!!!!   SUPPORT YOUR 
ORCHID SOCIETIES and ASSOCIATIONS!  They are all there 
for YOU. 
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Make your reservations now!! 
 
Here’s your chance to hitch up your pony, catch a plane, or 
drive to the “Orchid Roundup” being planned for May 2-6, 
2007!  Plan now to mosey on down to the show and fun 
when the Greater North Texas and Fort Worth Orchid 
Societies host the bi-annual meetings of the American 
Orchid Society (AOS), Southwest Regional Orchid Growers 
Association (SWROGA), Slipper Orchid Alliance (SLA), 
International Phalaenopsis Association (IPA), Orchid Digest 
Corporation (ODC), Encyclia Enthusiasts (EE); Pleurothallid 
Alliance; and International Oncidium Alliance in Arlington 
Texas. This is a rare opportunity for those who don’t 
usually do so to attend the bi-annual meeting.  What a 
Roundup! 
 

'
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New Evaporative Cooler – never been used; 
4500 cu. ft. per min. output.  Phoenix Mfg. 
Co.; 10 year warranty.  My cost $398. 
 
Jim Butler 
281-492-1437 
'
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Officers 
 
President   Don Ghiz 
1st Vice President  Deana Roberts 
2nd Vice President  Holly Huston 

Recording Sec.   Beverly Starr 
Treasurer   Jay Balchan 

Membership   Holly Miller 
 

Chairs 
 
Guest Hospitality  Maureen Ferrara 
Happenings Editor  Susan Taylor 
Librarian   Sarah Bentley 

Newcomers Group  Katherine Brown 
   Jill Smith 

Parliamentarian   Richard Champagne 
Plant Raffle  Johnny and Donna 

Williams 
Refreshments   Pam Vinson 
Silent Auction   John Jamerlan, Debbie 

   Peterson and Eddie 
   Mitchell 

2007 Spring Show  John Stubbings and Laurie 
   Skov 

HOS Web    
2007 Workshop Chair  Ted Baenziger and 
   John Stubbings 
 

Directors  
 
Two-Year Term  One-Year Term 
Joe Fields 

Fr. Ted Baenziger 
Greg Scott 

Calvin Starr 
John Jamerlan 
Phillip Free 

Richard Lund 
 
 

Representatives 
 
AOS Representative 

IPA Representative 
ODC Representative 
SWROGA Representative 

 

Dolores Fields 

Marvin Gerber 
Jim Butler 

Jerry Stephens 
Julius Klehm 
Doug George 

Laurie Skov 
John Stubbings 
 
 
 
Melba and Jim Butler 

Clark Whiteside 
Joe Fields 
Julius Klehm and 

Terry Palmer 
  

Newcomers Group  
Chair: Katherine Brown  (Ksbrown208@hotmail.com    318-
243-3416); Co-chair:  Jill Smith  (jsmith8146@houston.rr.com   
281-545-2023) 
 
The HOS Newcomers Group met on Sunday, February 11 at 
Gerry and Jill Smith's home with the purpose of sharing 
information about the forthcoming show and to start 
organizing and planning an exhibit. Radka Fibingerova has 
graciously offered to chair the committee for the display and 
Mary Gunn will assist. We have decided to hold another 
meeting for more specific planning and Sylvia Dekmezian will 
be our host for that on Saturday, March 3rd at 2:00 PM at her 
home at 3732 Glen Haven, Houston, TX 77025 (713-432-1549.  
Map and directions to follow in an email). We're looking 
forward to lots of participation for both the exhibit as well as 
the show itself. 
 
Calvin Starr has done a wonderful job with the Newcomers 
link on the HOS website so please "visit" and see what we are 
doing.  We are a very active group and there are lots of 
photos and accounts of our progress as novice orchid growers! 
 
Raffle Table 
Chair: Johnny and Donna Williams 
 

Our orchid supplier for the March meeting will be Weyman 
Bussey who has donated some lovely orchids.  Mr. Bussey has 
a degree in Ornamental Horticulture and Botany.  He lived in 
Mexico for 23 years and now lives in Texas and specializes in 
Mexican orchids.   
 
At the raffle table, you may purchase 5 raffle tickets for 
$1.00 or 30 tickets for $5.00. These tickets may be used to 
win any of ten plants. In addition, another plant will be 
raffled as a door prize. Everyone who walks in the door gets a 
free raffle ticket for the door prize. If you wear your name 
tag, you get two free tickets. There is also one plant raffled 
for the General Mills Box Tops for Education promotion.  Bring
in General Mills Box Tops and receive one raffle ticket for 
each box top.  The Box Tops will be donated to schools for 
purchasing needed equipment.  
 
Do you have a favorite orchid supplier?  Is there a particular 
genera you’d like to see on the Raffle Table?  Let us know 
some websites to check out.  Please email me at 
dfwilliam@mdanderson.org.  Thank you. 
 
Membership Notice 
Chair: Holly Miller (hollymil@earthlink.net) or 281 597-8792. 
 
The Membership Directories are completed and will be 
available at the monthly meetings.  If you do not attend the 
meetings and have not already requested for her to send 
yours to you, please let her know. 
 
Please welcome new member Alan Hurwitz. 
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Program:   Hydroponic Gardening 
   Plant Auction 
 
Date:   March 1, 2007 
 
Time:   7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
 
Place:   Houston Garden Center 

 

Houston Orchid Society 
The Houston Happenings 
P. O. Box 648 
Ace, TX  77326 
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HOS Website 
 

www.houstonorchidsociety.org 


