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The 2006 Houston Orchid Society Summer Workshop 
�
�

August 4, and 5, 2006 
�
�

at the 
Jerabeck Athletic Center, Room 202, University of St. Thomas  

4000 Mt. Vernon St., Houston, TX 70006 [Montrose area] 
 

Fr. Ted Baenziger Co-Chair (713) 525-3146 ejb@stthom.edu 
John Stubbings Co-Chair (832) 693-8140 JStubbings@houston.rr.com 

 
 
 
This Workshop will address timely topics and much more in a series of lectures and breakout sessions. 
Mark your calendar now, and send your registration to attend this extraordinary weekend dedicated to 
orchids. 
 
 
Whether you are a novice, intermediate, or advanced grower, here is why the Workshop is a must: 

�

• Learn the future trends in Orchid hybridizing 
• Discover how to use science to produce higher quality plants 
• Get the answers to all your Orchid culture questions 
• Have the opportunity to see and purchase the newest and best in breeding from top commercial vendors 
�
.�# ��and hear the lectures: 
 

• Fred Clarke, owner of Sunset Valley Orchids, will present, “Cycnoches, Mormodes, and Catasetums: 
Some Current Trends.” 

• Kathy Creger will present, “Orchid Collecting in Jamaica,” with many illustrations of plants in situ. 
• Manuel Aybar will present, “Cattleyas: Loved and Adored,” discussing controversial species and the 

quest for yellow color. 
 
Plus, your choice of breakout sessions: 

 

• Kathy Creger - Growing Under Lights or On Window Sills 
• Manuel Aybar - Dendrobium phalaenopsis 
• Fred Clarke – Catasetum culture 
• Nina Rach – Reed Stem Epidendrums 
• Marvin Gerber – Advanced Nutrition 
 
View a display of some of the newest and best orchids: 

�

You will see a myriad of colors and much more in a display of Orchids. Everyone attending the Workshop is 
invited to enter plants for AOS judging. Plant entry is on Friday, with judging to take place starting at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Attend the Preview Reception, Friday night, and Silent Auction of Orchid Items: 

�

Attend the Friday evening reception and have the first opportunity to meet our speakers and to purchase plants. 
Mingle with all the participants in a festive atmosphere with Hors d' Oeuvres and a cash bar. Bid on a variety of 
Silent Auction items generously donated by local orchid enthusiasts and vendors. Then, enjoy dinner at any of 
many nearby fine restaurants. 

�
�
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Speakers 
 
Fred Clarke created Sunset Valley Orchids, in 1995, as a natural outgrowth of a hobby he began 25 years earlier. Sunset Valley 
Orchids is a “Boutique” style nursery where the plant offerings are unique to the breeding lines developed there. 
 
Orchid breeding is Fred’s passion. He is currently working in several lines; Cattleya, Paphiopedilum, Catasetinae, Bulbophylum, 
and hybrids for cool to intermediate growing. Plants are selected on strict criteria of robust growth and ease to flower. The flasking 
lab produces 1,000 replate flasks annually, representing 100 hybrids. Fred is a probationary American Orchid Society judge for 
the Pacific South Judging Center. Orchids from Sunset Valley Orchid have received many AOS awards, including four ‘First Class 
Certificates’, the highest honor, and as a breeder Fred has received an Award of  Quality for the hybrid Cycnodes Midnight Magic. 
 
Kathy Creger has been growing and collecting orchids for more than fifteen years. She primarily collects in Jamaica and is 
thoroughly familiar with the required export/import regulations for collected species. She has won many American Orchid 
Society awards for those species, primarily Pleurothalids. She is currently President of the Pleurothalid Alliance. Kathy is a 
probationary American Orchid Society judge in the Chicago Judging Center.  
 
Kathy is a botanical illustrator and has been published in “Orchids,” the magazine of the American Orchid Society, and the 
Hoosier Orchid Company Catalog. She teaches at the Minnesota School of Botanical Art and is a professional goldsmith. 
 
Manuel Aybar is an Industrial Engineer at Texas Instruments Inc. He is originally from the Dominican Republic (a “grower's 
paradise,” as he describes it). He has been growing orchids for approximately 14 years. The genus that got him started was 
Dendrobium in which he specializes (phalaenopsis-type). 
 
Manuel Aybar is a probationary American Orchid Society judging in the Dallas Judging Center. His current research includes 
the orchids of the Dominican Republic, for which he has gone in numerous orchid-collecting trips back to his home country. 
He is affiliated with the Southwest Regional Orchid Growers Association (SWROGA) and serves on SWROGA’s publications 
committee and as webmaster for the association’s website. He is a regular lecturer for local orchid societies and visiting 
speaker for societies around the country. 

 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
������ 
��*
��> � ����(
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Friday, August 4, 2006 

2:00–5:00 PM Vendor Set-up Absolutely NO Sales Before 7:00 PM 
Preview Party 

5:00–6:00 PM Plant Registration for Judging  
6:00–7:00 PM AOS Judging Marvin Gerber Chair 
7:00–9:00 PM  Preview Reception & Sales  

PLUS: Silent Auction 
Hors D’oeuvres and Cash Bar 

9:00 PM  Dinner on your own  
   

Saturday, August 5, 2006 

8:00–9:00 AM Registration Open  
8:00–9:00 AM Sales Open  
9:00–9:10 AM Welcoming Comments Laurie Skov, HOS President 
9:10–10:00 AM Fred Clarke –Cycnoches, Mormodes, and Catasetums: Some Current Trends 

10:00–10:10 AM Morning Break  
10:10–11:00 AM Break-Out sessions:  Choose One A. Growing Under Lights 

B. Dendrobium phalaenopsis 
C. Reed Stem Epidendrum 

11:10 AM–Noon Kathy Creger – Orchid Collecting in Jamaica 
Noon–1:00 PM Luncheon, Sales, and Silent Auction 
1:10–2:00 PM Manuel Aybar – Loved and Adored Cattleyas 
2:10–3:00 PM Break-Out Workshops:  Choose One D. To be announced 

E. Advanced Nutrition 
F. Catasetum Culture 

3:10–4:00 PM PANEL Discussion: Fred Clarke, Kathy Creger, Manuel Aybar 
4:00 PM Wrap-up  

�
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